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At Danbury Local Schools we know that we are 
an excellent school district that offers exceptional 
opportunities to students both in and outside of the 
classroom. We are proud to offer a wide range of 
challenging courses and a dedicated group of staff 
members that go the extra mile every day to ensure every 
Danbury Schools student is prepared for a successful life 
after graduation.  

From using Chromebooks in our classrooms, to students 
earning college credits while still in high school and a 
level of personalized attention that is second to none, 
we know that we are ensuring every one of our students 
is truly college and career ready. We also know that not 
every student who is lucky enough to call himself or 
herself a “Laker” lives in our school district—and that’s a 
good thing.

March 1 marks the official start date of open enrollment 
in our school system. This is when students who may 
live in other communities but want to choose Danbury 
Local Schools for their educational needs can apply 
for admission to our program. We have received some 
inquiries about this process and I would like to take this 
opportunity to discuss it with you.

Danbury has a lot to be proud of as a district. But how 
does open enrollment benefit our already great student 
base from within the district’s borders? With more 
students attending our schools, we can offer a more 
robust curriculum and a more extensive set of extra and 
co-curricular opportunities for all students. In addition, 
open enrollment students bring additional state dollars to 
our schools and add value to our community.

Money from the state comes to the district for each  
full-time student who is a Danbury resident. By accepting 
students who live outside of our district boundaries, we 
also accept additional state dollars that help maintain a 
healthy bottom line for residents. 

As required by the state, we adopt a policy each year that 
outlines our open enrollment program, and we do so with 
our students in mind. It is important our students are in a 
classroom that allows them to be successful. 

Statistics show the majority of open enrollees begin at 
the kindergarten level and remain through graduation, 
helping to maintain a sense of community, establishing 
friendships and familiarity with the district. 

We strongly believe in the high quality of education 
our district offers. Open enrollment helps maintain an 
exceptional educational and extracurricular program filled 
with lots of amazing opportunities for Danbury students, 
as well as for families who reside outside of the district 
but choose to make Danbury their home school. 

For more information about open enrollment, please visit 
the Danbury Schools website as we approach the open 
enrollment period. 

Sincerely,

WHY OPEN ENROLLMENT  
CREATES OPPORTUNITIES 
AT DANBURY SCHOOLS

By Superintendent 
DAN PARENT



Ohio’s State Board of Education recently recognized 
Danbury Local Schools with its Momentum Award for 
the 2015-16 school year. Only 54 school districts in Ohio 
earned this tremendous honor and Danbury Schools is 
the only district in Ottawa County to be named.

The Momentum Award is given to districts that exceed 
expectations in student academic growth.  Districts must 
receive all A’s on all Value Added measures on the state’s 
local report card.  This also includes the district having at 
least two Value Added subgroups such as students who 
are gifted, lowest 20 percent in achievement and students 
with disabilities. 

“This award is a testament to the great work our 
caring teachers, staff and principals make every 
day with our students,” said Superintendent Dan 
Parent. “We look at each and every individual 
child and develop a truly personalized plan to 
help them succeed, whatever the unique aspects 
of their educational needs. That’s what a truly 
personalized education is all about.”

MOMENTUM AWARD

Danbury Local Schools is in the business of providing 
the best possible opportunities for all its students. This 
intense focus has been recognized at the state level.
The district has earned multiple awards for it’s strong 
track record of helping every student. These tremendous 
honors reaffirm the value of the district’s commitment to 
serve its students and the community.

DANBURY SCHOOLS  
OFFERS AWARD  
WINNING EDUCATION 

The Danbury preschool program has received a Five-Star 
Step Up to Quality rating from the Ohio Department of 
Education and the Ohio Department of Jobs and Family 
Services. This represents the highest possible rating and 
comes after an extensive review and observation of the 
program. 

“Step Up to Quality” is a rating system that awards one 
to five stars to learning and development programs that 

PRESCHOOL RECEIVES HIGHEST 
STATE QUALITY RATING

go above and beyond minimum licensing standards. The 
system values performance when it comes to a program 
putting in place practices that lead to improved outcomes 
for children.

Danbury Local Schools is proud of the team of staff 
members that kick-off the educational journey of the 
district’s youngest students. 



S E E  H O W  M O R E  O P P O R T U N I T I E S  A N D  P E R S O N A L I Z E D  E D U C AT I O N

MAKES THE DIFFERENCE AT 
DANBURY LOCAL SCHOOLS
What makes Danbury Local Schools so great?  You don’t have to look further than the great staff. These dedicated 
educators chose to work at Danbury because of the personalized attention they are able to give to the students.

SECRETARY:

WHAT STUDENTS SAY ABOUT DANBURY LOCAL SCHOOLS: 
Personalized Education Makes the Difference for 
Seventh Grade Student Gabrielle Maringer
The ability to place a personal focus on each individual student is one thing that sets Danbury Local 
Schools apart. 

Gabrielle Maringer is an example of just how important individualized attention can be. The seventh 
grade student is ahead of the game when it comes to her studies—she has moved up a level in math, 
taking Algebra this year—but she has valued the ability to get help when she needs it. 

“I like that it’s small,” Maringer said. “All the classes are really small, so it’s 
individualized. The teachers can always come help you when you need it. There 
aren’t any distractions, really.”

Perhaps the biggest advantage Maringer sees as a student at Danbury is the attention she can get on an 
individual basis. Smaller classes leave room for more questions asked by students.

Being involved in opportunities outside of the classroom also helps Maringer’s studies. She is involved 
in the cross-country team in the fall, currently playing basketball and plans to compete on the track and 
field team this spring. 

Competing in sports helped Maringer acclimate to her surroundings before classes even started. Taking 
part in basketball camp meant she got to meet members of the high school team. Being on the cross-
country team allowed her to get to know eighth grade students, some of who are now in her Algebra 
class. “That was nice to have someone I already knew,” Maringer said.

Maringer looks forward to high school, when she will have the option to take classes for college credit 
right there at the school. While she hasn’t decided what she will be when she grows up—she has plenty 
of time for that—she finds comfort knowing she will have a foundation once she makes the move to 
attend college.

GABRIELLE MARINGER
Grade: 
Seventh

School:  
Danbury Middle School

Opportunities: 
• Advanced courses
• Cross-country team
• Basketball team
• Track and Field team

As one of the first faces people see when they enter the door—or the first voice they hear on the 
phone—Danbury Middle School Secretary Sue Meterko is an integral part of what makes Danbury Local 
Schools a place people gravitate towards. 

“I feel like it’s important for me to make parents feel welcome and like their 
ideas are important,” she said, “because I’m the one who talks to them the 
most, probably. I want to make them feel like they’re important, too.”

Meterko also takes pride in being a part of the district’s extracurricular events, often attending band and 
choir concerts to show her support. “I really enjoy the concerts,” she explained. “They do a wonderful 
job and I like the music.” She shared a story of a current senior who remembers seeing her in the 
audience at every one of his concerts for the past six years. “It makes me realize that they know how 
important they are.”

It is that kind of long-lasting emotional connection Meterko, and other members of the Danbury 
staff, have with the students. No matter if they are current middle school students, or ones who have 
advanced through on to high school, Meterko has a place in her heart for them.

SUE METERKO
Position: 
Secretary

School:  
Danbury Middle School



STRONG FINANCES 
WHILE PUTTING  
STUDENT NEEDS FIRST
At Danbury Local Schools, our financial focus is promoting 
an effective and efficient use of taxpayer funds while 
also ensuring that students have what they need to be 
successful in the classroom. While we of course care about 
our bottom line and make decisions every day to maximize 
our precious resources, we also prioritize the needs of 
students first and foremost.

At Danbury Schools we direct our funds to the classroom, 
where they can do the most good with teachers who are 
enriching the lives of students on a daily basis. Our caring 
staff is held accountable related to the district’s budgetary 
constraints, but is also encouraged to seek options if a 
student is in need of something that could further their 
education. 

One barometer for our success is the fact that we offer 
the second lowest tax rate in an area that includes 
39 school districts. Not only that, but we have not 
asked residents for new operating dollars in 23 years. We 
have done all of this while offering an exceptional quality 
of education, as evidenced by student performance and 
district awards garnered. 

By Treasurer  
SHANE 
BAUMGARDNER

Having high academic standards does not have to mean 
overspending. We make it a point to maximize every 
dollar without cutting corners when it comes to quality 
of education. That is not an option. We will not sacrifice 
our students’ well-being to save a buck. Instead, we find 
creative ways to maximize our spending.

It is quickly evident to anyone new to the district that 
Danbury Local Schools excels both inside the classroom 
as well as in our efforts to be good stewards of the 
taxpayer dollar. We have said this before, but at Danbury 
Local Schools we see it as our obligation to be great 
watchdogs of the public tax dollars and caring educational 
leaders for every one of our students. 
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WHAT STUDENTS SAY ABOUT DANBURY LOCAL SCHOOLS: 
Sophomore Saylor Evans Finds Endless Opportunities at 
Danbury
The perspective of someone new to Danbury Local Schools might shine a light on how the district is 
doing relative to others in the area. 

Saylor Evans enrolled at Danbury High School for his sophomore year last fall, having moved from 
Toledo. Evans competed on the football team, plays basketball and plans to play baseball in the spring. 

Being the new student at a school usually takes an adjustment, but Evans has enjoyed his time at 
Danbury. “It isn’t that easy (being the new kid),” he said, “but the school system did a really good job 
and they made it easy for me. They were very welcoming and all the kids were really good. The faculty 
and staff have been really welcoming and it’s been a great move.”

Evans has been able to take advantage of the University of Findlay Biology class, as well as taking 
Algebra 2, English, History and Personal Finance. One thing that has stood out for Evans as he has 
settled into his schedule is the ability to work with a teacher when he has needed help.

“During enrichment time,” he explained, “I’ve gotten help in my Biology class. 
It’s actually helped me go from not understanding it much, to getting that one-
on-one time, to getting it fully and I even have an A in the class now.”  

Evans has found the opportunities at Danbury to be immense, and has enjoyed the fact that here at 
Danbury Local Schools, many people are supportive of students’ goals and dreams. 

“There are endless opportunities of whatever you want to do,” he said. “You 
get to do things you never knew you’d have a chance to do. You don’t know 
if you’re interested in something, but you can try it out and you might love it. 
Everybody is pushing for that. It’s a great atmosphere.”

SAYLOR EVANS
Grade:  
Tenth

School:  
Danbury High School

Opportunities:  
• College Credit Classes 
•  Football 
•  Basketball 
•  Baseball

DISCOVER DANBURY 

.com/DanburySchools 


